Ambassadorship and Witnessing
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Our subject continues to be the executor of the scroll. This is segment number 13 on Revelation 5:6-10. Since the day of Pentecost, God the Holy Spirit has been preparing a special people for God the Son to be related to the Son as His body and bride. This group of believers is called the church. That word means "the called out ones" – called out from the mass of humanity. Church-age saints are totally separate from Jewish saints who were part of the age of the Law of Moses. It is Christianity on the one hand; and, Judaism on the other. The body and the bride of Christ will be completed at the moment of the rapture when believers are caught up to meet the Lord in the air, and then to be taken to heaven. Christians of the church age are declared by God the Father to be a kingdom of priests, and to be a royal priesthood, and to be destined to rule this whole earth with Jesus Christ, who is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. That is a very dramatic series of statements – that we, who are members of the Body of Christ, the church, are a kingdom of priests; that we are a royal priesthood; and, that we are destined to rule the earth as the consort of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, we find this statement in Revelation 5:10: "And has made them unto our God a kingdom of priests, and they shall reign on the earth." We have in 1 Peter 2:9: "But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood." We have in 1 Timothy 6:15: "Which in His times He shall show (speaking of Jesus Christ) who is the blessed and only potentate, the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. In 2 Timothy 4:1: "I charge you, therefore, before God and before the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the living and the dead at His appearing in His kingdom."
All of these passages put together reveal this dramatic fact: that you and I are members of a royal family. We are the aristocrats. We are the nobility of all the saints that have ever lived throughout all the various dispensations. We constitute the royal family of God, and we have a special standing, and a special place of privilege consequent to our aristocracy. As aristocrats, Christians have been made capable, through the provision of Bible doctrine, of great spiritual leadership; of great spiritual achievements; and, of great spiritual vision. It is the Word of God that enables us as aristocrats to do what aristocrats are supposed to do. They are to be the achievers above all achievers in the human race.
The hope of American society today is the royal family of God, the church, with its divine viewpoint orientation to the real world, which God has created. Because we are the royal family, the Bible makes it very clear that there are certain demands made upon royalty. As in earthly royalty, children are reared with the understanding that they must fulfill certain duties. They must achieve certain standards. They must produce in a certain way simply because they are royalty.
Marks of Christian Royalty
We have looked at several of these. Briefly, they are:
1. Christian royalty is not to indulge the lust patterns of the old sin nature with its accompanying injuries to other people. A lot of our royal family has not yet learned not to indulge the lust patterns of the sin nature. Christian royalty is not to compromise personal integrity in daily living.
2. Christian royalty is to uphold other members of the royal family in times of spiritual failure, and seek to restore them to godly living.
3. Christian royalty is to serve Jesus Christ for His glory, not for personal promotion and gain.
4. Christian royalty will enjoy rewards in heaven forever for divine good service, as well as being prospered on earth.
5. Christian royalty maintains a dignified public image by dealing with personal failures quietly with the heavenly Father, rather than running off at the mouth to everybody that they can get to listen to them.
6. Christian royalty is doubly blessed because of possessing, on the one hand, God's absolute righteousness; and, on the other hand, of being in Christ. These are two tremendous positions of blessing.
7. Christian royalty is to preserve the personal freedom which God has given each person in terms of volition, privacy, and property.
8. Christian royalty is not to hold other members of the royal family in contempt, and abandon them when they act like commoners. And Christian royalty is pretty good at acting like commoners on occasion.
9. Character befitting Christian royalty is formed on the inside of a person through positive Bible doctrine, and then expressed outwardly. It cannot be an act that you put on. A lot of Christians try to put on the character of Christian royalty, but sooner or later, it breaks down, and everyone sees through.
10. Christian royalty is not to respond to undeserved insults and abuse in kind.
11. Christian royalty functions on the biblical distinctions between mental-attitude, impersonal, "agape" love; and, emotional personal "philos" love. That's a basic, important truth that is rarely understood among Christians. Christian royalty operates on the distinction between mental-attitude, impersonal, "agape" love (that is, an attitude free of bitterness), and emotional personal "philos" love. In one of the Bible classes at summer camp this past week, one of the girls in one of the older classes raised her hand and asked the teacher, "Does God have 'agape' love toward Satan?" That's an interesting question. What would you say to that girl? What would you have answered? I won't ask you to raise your hand, but just raise your hand in your heart. How many of you would have said, "Yes?" How many would have said, "No?" How many would have said nothing? Well, the truth of the matter is indeed He does. God does have "agape" love toward Satan. God has no bitterness. God has no personal antagonism toward Satan. He is free of bitterness. What God has toward Satan is justice. When you have justice, then you are capable of having "agape" love even on a field of mortal combat with an enemy during times of war. You may be taking another soldier's life with complete, impersonal, "agape" love. There is no mental attitude bitterness there. So, a Christian of the royal family knows the difference between mental-attitude, impersonal "agape" love, and emotional personal "philos" love.
12. Christian royalty is ready to assist those who have genuine financial needs. By the same token, Christian royalty is not ready to help the deadbeats. It always shocks people when people who are oriented to doctrine say that we should not give away in foreign aid the fruits of the production of individual Americans in order to help a communist country who, because of its system, cannot feed its people. Many times people have come to me and said, "That seems very harsh to let those children starve." My response is, "What do you think would make parents rise up in rage and indignation against a bestial tyrannical government faster than to see their children suffering because of the system?" In a country like India, where they have temples to rats, and cows are sacred, and you can't kill them, and they eat a great deal of the food that we send over in our foreign aid assistance, what better to help those people realize that their religious system is what makes them poor? Their religious system is what makes them have to go through the streets of the big cities every night collecting the dead bodies of those who have starved. What better way than for them to follow the biblical principle of suffering the consequences of the exercise of their volition? However, when there is genuine need, Christian loyalty comes through with help.
13. Christian royalty faces physical death with the dignity of dying grace.
Ambassadors of Christ
There is one more important one to add to this list, and that is one that is stated in 2 Corinthians 5:20. This is a tremendously important characteristic of Christian royalty. Christian royalty act as ambassadors of God on the earth: "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us, we beg you in Christ's stead, be reconciled to God." An ambassador is a high ranking individual representing his government in a foreign court. Christian royalty represent the Lord Jesus Christ in Satan's kingdom on the earth. So, Christians are the divine emissaries of the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, who is now absent from His earth in heaven.
Every Christian is appointed an ambassador of God at the point of salvation. So, every Christian is automatically in full-time Christian service. The reason we do not ask (periodically here at Berean Church) for young men and young women to make a public declaration that they are going into full-time Christian service is because we know they're already there. That is another one of those trickeries of the pulpit to give people a good time and an emotional jag to see somebody who stands up and says, "I'm going to go into the ministry. I'm going to go to the foreign mission field," and to make some kind of commitment. The illusion is given that the people who come forward are somehow separate from all those who stayed behind and didn't leave their seats. Be careful that you understand that, at the point of salvation, you became a priest of God; you became a soldier of God; and, you became an ambassador of God. The totality of the Christian life is the execution of those three roles. Unless you know how to execute each of them according to biblical standards and biblical guidelines, you're wasting your life. And when you get to the Judgment Seat of Christ, you're going to be horrified as to how much you wasted your life. It will be a tragedy that you'll have all of eternity to remember.
Every Christian is appointed an ambassador at the time of his salvation. All of one's life, therefore, must revolve around this fact – that you are an ambassador of God. How you earn your living is your avocation. Your vocation is your ambassadorship. Many Christians never seem to catch on to the fact that the reason they go to work to earn money is to be able to execute their vocation, which is the ambassadorship representing the living God on this earth. When an ambassador goes to a foreign court, and then he's tongue-tied, that's quite a tragedy. It's ludicrous. The ambassador goes to represent his government, and then never has anything to say in behalf of his government. He never represents it, and he never demonstrates what his government stands for.
If you're an ambassador, you have a message, and you are to be out there making that message clear. Our message, as God's ambassadors today, is that God has made it possible through Jesus Christ for everyone to be reconciled to God's standard of absolute righteousness. That's what this verse in 2 Corinthians 5:20 said: "We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you." When we speak, it's as if God himself is speaking to you. We are carrying His message. We are not speaking our own opinion. As ambassadors, we represent our government. We say what our government tells us to say: "We beg you." This is what God is saying: "We beg you, as Christ's representatives (in His stead), be reconciled to God."
The word "reconciled" refers to a Christian being adjusted to God's absolute standard of righteousness. It is a fitting word to use relative to your watch when you set it to the proper time. When we get to summer camp, we switch back to sun time. As soon as we get to camp, at our first supper meal, I tell the campers, "It is now ..." and I give them what the time is, and they all have to set their watches back one hour. The reason we do that is so it's dark when we get to campfire, and we're having a campfire not in daylight, but in darkness. What they have done is reconcile their watches with the sun. Then when we come home, we reconcile our watches once more with Daylight Saving Time. It's a standard.
Our standard is absolute righteousness. Our message, as ambassadors (what we're trying to tell people), is that God has made it possible for you to get yourself adjusted in the eyes of God to the standard of absolute righteousness. That's tremendous. That is the message we carry. It is possible for a human being who, by natural birth with the sin nature, and who by personal sins, is destined for the lake of fire, to change that destiny.
Logistical Grace
Furthermore, as ambassadors, we may expect God to support us in that duty. When an ambassador is sent out, his government gives him the financial support he needs. So, logistical grace comes in to provide for the believer what he needs. In Hebrews 13:5-6, we read, "Let your manner of life be without covetousness, and be content with such things as you have, For He has said, 'I'll never leave you, nor forsake you,' so that we may boldly say, 'The Lord is my helper. I will not fear what man will do unto me.'" That is logistical grace. That is God providing everything you need to execute your vocation of ambassadorship.
The Christian ambassador's message, of course, is in written form. He carries the document of the completed canon of Scripture. It has full divine authority, and therefore, it is not to be revised by the ambassador.
Furthermore, the Christian ambassador, as with any ambassador, must remember that he is not part of that country. He is a foreigner in that country. That is not his natural element. So, the Christian ambassador does not belong to Satan's world system where, as a member of the royal family, he is representing God. It's hard for Christians to remember that – as Christian royalty, not to pick up the ways of the world system that they are in, nor the views, nor the ideals of that system, but to recognize themselves as having thought patterns that are radically different.
One example of a breakdown in that respect is recorded for us in 2 Timothy 4:10, with a man who is associated with the apostle Paul on one of his teams of evangelistic enterprises. This was a man named Demas: "For Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present age." There you have a clear statement of a member of the royal family of God who fell in love with the age in which he was living, and the world in which he was representing the Lord Jesus Christ. He just drifted off, and became part of that world. The Christian royal ambassador may expect abuse from Satan's subjects, but he is never to take them personally. When he takes abuse, he is to recognize that they are directed against the Lord Jesus Christ. That same thing is true in an earthly realm. An ambassador may take personal abuse from the authorities of the country in which he is an ambassador, but he is to recognize that that is not personal – they are speaking against his country.
So, in John 15:18-21, we have this principle laid out – that when you are abused and insulted, you don't take it personally. You recognize that Jesus Christ is the object of that attack: "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. But because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore, the world hates you. Remember the word that I said unto you: the servant is not greater than his Lord. If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they have kept My saying, they will keep yours also. But all these things they will do unto you for My name's sake, because they don't know Him that sent Me." So, as an ambassador, you're going to take gaff. Remember that that is directed against the Lord Jesus Christ, not against you.
When God the Father recalls all of the ambassadors from the royal family from this earth, at the rapture, that is, in effect, the signal for a declaration of war against Satan's earthly kingdom. That's what countries do. When they come to the point of breaking relationships, they pull their ambassadors home. That is tantamount, many times, to a declaration of war. When the rapture takes place, all of God's ambassadors of the royal family are going to be taken out. When that happens, that is God's declaration of war against Satan's earth.
No matter what circle of life a Christian of the royal family moves in, that is the area in which you are the ambassador. So, whatever your profession is; whatever employment you are engaged in; whatever social circles you move in; or, whatever types of families you have, that is the area of your ambassadorship, and that is the place where God has placed you specifically. The Christian ambassador's message has to do with spiritual principles to govern our society and to govern people. We as ambassadors do not concentrate on social changes per se. As the Word of God comes in and works upon the minds of people, social changes that are desirable do come about.
Slavery
You cannot ignore the fact that one of the terrible things of the ancient world that the apostle Paul moved through was slavery. Most of us don't begin to appreciate the enormity of the problem of slavery in the ancient world. Every time anybody lost a war, the people became slaves, and they were shipped out. The Romans did this on a wholesale scale. So, slavery was everywhere in a huge part of the population. Yet, it is quite evident that the apostle Paul never once said anything about slavery. That has been such a problem for the liberal theologians that they have simply taken the same kind of attitude that President Carter took toward Paul's admonitions concerning the place of women and wives in relationship to husbands and men – that the apostle Paul simply was wrong. As President Carter once said, "He simply did not agree with Paul's opinions in the matter." Here the apostle Paul is writing a portion of Scripture, putting it down, and saying, "This is what God thinks," and here comes the President of the United States, and he says, "He is mistaken, and I don't agree with him."
God's word has spoken, but we may reject it. We ignore it. No matter what problems we deal with, we deal with them on the basis of Scripture. The apostle Paul didn't say anything about slavery. The one time that he had a slave to deal with, he sent him back to his owner. So, the liberals say that they don't agree with Paul: "He was mistaken." The way we change society is through the Word of God. The apostle Paul never said, "Slavery is good. Let's have more slavery." It was an evil practice, and he personally would have condemned it. You can be assured that he did not have any personal slaves. But the point was that society is changed from the inside of a person through the Word of God. So, the ambassador's message has to do with spiritual principles, and those are the ways that we try to govern society.
The Christian ambassador is in the world to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ by allowing Him to bless you. Do you realize that? The Christian ambassador is in the world to glorify Jesus Christ by committing the Lord Jesus to be able to bless you; to be able to prosper for you; to be able to give you the good things of life; and, to be able to move you ahead. That's how God is glorified. The unfortunate thing is that so many Christians in the royal family have so little capacity for material blessings that God cannot give it to them. They would destroy and abuse with it. So, the thing that God wants to do is to bless you as you represent Him in Satan's world. The purpose of the Christian ambassador is to produce blessing for others through the doctrines of the Word of God.
The Christian ambassador can only perform his duties effectively as he has developed his role as a priest. You want to remember that there's a relationship between being an ambassador and being a priest. The person who is a true solid ambassador of Jesus Christ (a real representative) is the one whose soul is saturated with the Word of God, so he has a functioning priesthood. When you have that, nothing can stop your voice. Nothing can stop the voice of an ambassador who has a mature priesthood.
In Ephesians 6:20, the apostle Paul puts it this way: "For which I am an ambassador in bonds, that in this I may speak boldly as I ought to speak." Paul is to boldly speak out as an ambassador, even when he is in prison. So, what Paul is saying is that a Christian of the royal family whose priesthood is on solid ground because of the Word of God – his mouth cannot be stopped. That's an important thing to remember. The voice of an ambassador who has a mature priesthood will not be stopped.
Witnesses
Furthermore, mature priests do not have to force themselves to do the public work of an ambassador. Another word for being an ambassador is being a witness. Christians are forever being slugged over the head to be witnesses. Christians don't feel that they want to be witnesses. They don't feel comfortable about going and talking to people. They don't feel comfortable about bringing up the subject of the gospel. For some people, that's easy; for others, it's not. But the person who has a solid priesthood developed – that person will find himself in a position where he can speak easily about the message that he represents when occasion presents itself.
Don't let anybody ever tell you that what God wants you to do is run around witnessing to people left and right. What God wants you to do is to develop a solid, mature priesthood so that you can be a witnessing ambassador at the times that God the Holy Spirit gives you the openings for that message, and that you know what the message is, and you're capable of presenting it then. All of the ministries that believers in the local church do is a pure expression of ambassadorship. That's exactly what those people have been doing. All divine good production of a royal ambassador is the result of viable doctrine which is resident in his soul.
Entertainment Evangelism
So, here are some points to bring together the duties and the performance of Christian royalty. On the issue of witnessing, if you're going to be an ambassador who witnesses to the fact that God has made it possible for everybody to have absolute righteousness, you're going to have to understand the gospel. The objective of an ambassador is to give a clear message. It is not the objective of an ambassador to figure out gimmicks to make people make some kind of public move. Salesmanship techniques in presenting the gospel usually confuse the issue, and they often turn off the unbelievers. That's called entertainment evangelism. We have fallen in for a lot of that.
There is the issue not only of knowing what the gospel is; what God expects; and, what He wants you to believe, but there is the business of temporal fellowship. An ambassador who does not keep known sins confessed is not going to be one who is in a position to be able to deliver the message effectively. Confession of sins to God the Father restores temporal fellowship, and makes it possible for the Spirit of God to control the Christian.
Religion
Then you have to understand the nature of religion, and make that clear. All of man's attempts through the old sin nature to please God and to gain blessings – that's religion. Religion will cause you to go to the lake of fire. All religious systems, such as Roman Catholicism, teach people how to go to the lake of fire. All the religions of the world which are centered on human efforts to gain merit with God are sending people to the lake of fire. Great denominations, such as the Mormon Church, are sending people one-by-one to the lake of fire, because they are teaching them to try to gain access to God and to eternal life through their personal works. So, people have to understand that religion blinds a person to the gospel, and it makes them very hard to reach with the Word of God. The Bible makes it clear that Satan is the father of religion.
John 8:44: "You are of your father the devil, and you will do the lusts of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and did not abide in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks of his own, for he is a liar, and the father of it."
Then we may add 2 Corinthians 11:3: "But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his craftiness, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ."
2 Corinthians 11:13-15: "For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ, and no marvel, for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore, it is a no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according to their works."
Also, in Matthew 23, Jesus very clearly condemned religion.
The witnessing to the gospel is the responsibility of every Christian. Acts 1:8 makes it very clear, when the Lord Jesus left, that that's why He was leaving His witnesses behind: "But you shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you shall be witnesses unto Me, both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth."
2 Timothy 4:5: "But watch in all things. Endure afflictions. Do the work of an evangelist. Make full proof of your ministry."
Then in Ephesians 6:15, Paul says, "And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace."
These verses all clearly declare that witnessing is the responsibility of each Christian. It's not the exclusive and primary job of the pastor-teacher and the evangelists. All Christians, as ambassadors, are in full-time Christian service. Therefore, they are all responsible for the execution of ambassadorship.
I heard of a pastor one time where a man came to him, and he was concerned about his soul. He came to the pastor's office, and this pastor was a member of a very large denomination which was biblically oriented. Would you believe what this pastor told this man who was concerned about his salvation? He said to him, "Now I want to tell you. If you come to church next Sunday night, I'll preach the best gospel message that you've ever heard, for you to get saved." The whole idea was that he had to come within the context of that evening service before he could present the gospel for the man to be saved. What do you think was in his mind? Well, I happen to know that the thing that was in his mind was that the only way this preacher knew how to bring a person to salvation was to ask him to come down the aisle after he preached. And how could you invite somebody down the aisle in your office? That's crazy. So, you had to get him in church, so he can get down the aisle, so he could get him saved. That's the nonsense to which Christian ambassadors sometimes come.
Witnessing is the responsibility of everybody. It is not the exclusive province of the preacher. Witnessing will be governed, of course, by the status of your spiritual maturity structure. If you're spiritually immature, you're not going to be eager to get out and battle. Anybody who does not know how to handle basic weapons is pretty smart to stay out of physical combat until you know how to handle the weapons. The immature believer always wants to witness from a guilt complex – from the fact that he has to prove himself spiritual. God does not bless that.
There are many opportunities that come to us to witness. The problem is for us to be ready; to be relaxed; and, then to talk – to give the message when the time comes. Mass evangelism has its place, but it's not much. It does very little. Mass evangelism, by and large, will never reach the world. But if all the ambassadors were speaking, the impact would be tremendous.
The Great White Throne
Another thing is that your own clarity in executing your role as an ambassador in the royal family is going to be affected by your grasp of the significance of the Great White Throne Judgment which is described in Revelation 20:11-15: "And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away, and there was found no place for them. I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God, and the books were opened, and another book was opened, which is the book of life, and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead that were in it. And death and Hades delivered up the dead that were in them. And they were judged, every man, according to their works. And death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death, and whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire."
When you understand that nice people end up in hell if they are unbelievers; when you understand that the moral people who are unbelievers end up in hell; and, when you understand that they stand before that great white throne judgment and hear that terrible condemnation upon them, sending them to the lake of fire, then you will understand the importance of your ambassadorship, and you will understand specifically what the issue is. The issue is that these people are standing there with their human good, and that is not going to take them into heaven. The issue is to have the divine good which Christ has provided upon the cross. The wall of sin has been removed, and that's what you must make clear to people. So, when you understand that it isn't the people who are good citizens who go to heaven, but that the good citizens go to hell without Jesus Christ, then you will understand the importance of the ambassadorship.
The Ministry of God the Holy Spirit
Another point in executing the ambassador's role is that you must understand the ministry of God the Holy Spirit. In John 16:8-11, this ministry is described for us relative to unbelievers: "And when He is come (that is, the Holy Spirit), He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: of sin, because they do not believe on Me; of righteousness, because I go to My Father, and you see Me no more; and, of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged."
When you are born physically, you're born spiritually dead. That means you have a dead human spirit. Therefore, God the Holy Spirit cannot contact you at all. At that point, God the Holy Spirit comes in and acts as a substitute for your dead human spirit, as an unbeliever, so that you can understand the issues of the gospel. It is that ministry of the Holy Spirit to the soulish man (no spiritual part – only soulish) that enables him to understand the gospel. Then he grasps the gospel; then he understands it; and, then he can make a decision.
Our job as ambassadors is to give the information that the Holy Spirit will take and make clear to that person. In John 16:8-11, we're told that the Holy Spirit will make three things clear to the unbeliever:
  The issue of sin – personal moral guilt before God;
  The issue of righteousness – having to have absolute righteousness as the standard for heaven;
  and, the issue of judgment – the fact that Satan is destined for the lake of fire, and with him all who reject the offer of salvation.

So, give the unbeliever time to think, rather than trying to railroad him with some human old sin nature response. Give him the opportunity for the Holy Spirit to do His work.
The Gospel Message
One very vital factor in the matter of an ambassador witnessing is the content of his witnessing. That content is the gospel itself. The gospel is a specific part of the Bible. In 1 Corinthians 1:18, we read, "For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness, but unto us who are saved, it is the power of God." So, at the heart of the gospel is the subject of the cross of Jesus Christ. That is where salvation was provided.
1 Corinthians 15:3-4 put it this way: "For I delivered unto you, first of all, that which I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures." So, the gospel message is specifically the message of the death of the Son of God as the Lamb of God upon the cross bearing the sins of the world.
The unbeliever is the target for this gospel information. A lot of sincere witnesses gets sidetracked by arguing with the unbeliever on other issues rather than discussing the gospel itself. These include issues like: how could Noah get all those animals on the ark? There are any number of other things that the unbeliever likes to bring up simply to evade facing the issue of the gospel, and facing the issue of his own guilt. Don't discuss things that are extraneous to the gospel at that point, and certainly don't argue about whether the Bible is the Word of God. Proceed to quote it as such, and let the living and powerful Word make its own impact.
Then there is the issue of our motivation in witnessing as God's royal ambassadors. Our motivation is going to be affected by our mental attitude. If we as believers are ashamed of the gospel, we will be reticent to speak to the lost: to members of our family; and, to our friends. If we do not have a genuine love for the Lord Jesus Christ, then we will not care about witnessing to the lost. If we do not comprehend the horror of what eternity in hell involves, we will not be as concerned about the danger that faces the lost.
The apostle Paul, at the very beginning of the book of Romans, declared his own attitude relative to the gospel and the unbeliever, which sums up the pattern for the Christian ambassador and his witnessing. In Romans 1:14-16, Paul says, "I am debtor both to the Greeks and to the barbarians; both to the wise and to the unwise." Paul says, in the words, "I am debtor," that he as a Christian owes unbelievers the gospel.
Then in Romans 1:15, he says, "So as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also." In the words, "I am ready," Paul indicates that, as a Christian, he is prepared to explain the gospel to the unbeliever.
Then in Romans 1:16 he says, "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God under salvation to everyone that believes: to the Jew first; and, also to the Greek" (or, that is, to the gentile). So, in the words, "I am not ashamed," Paul is indicating that as a Christian ambassador, he is not intimidated before the unsaved world in proclaiming the gospel to it.
Having said all this, we want to be careful that, as Christian ambassadors, that we do not get "bragimonies" about our witnessing, nor that we criticize Christians who, for whatever reason, do not witness to our particular satisfaction. That is a personal and private matter. We have the responsibility as ambassadors to be witnessing, and we are not to concern ourselves with anything that hinders our motivation to execute that mission.
The Testimony of our Lives
There are two areas that are involved in witnessing that are very important for us to be conscious of as Christian ambassadors. First is the testimony of our lives. In 2 Corinthians 3:3, the apostle Paul puts it this way: "Forasmuch as you are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God, not in tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart." Paul is saying that part of our witnessing is apart from our words. It has to do with what people see in terms of our lifestyle.
The Testimony of our Lips
Then there is a second area indeed which has to do with what we say – the testimony of our lips. In 2 Corinthians 5:14-21, we have that testimony. Paul says, "For the love of Christ constrains us because we thus judge that if one died for all, then we're all dead; and that He died for all, that they who live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him who died for them and rose again. Wherefore henceforth we know no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth we know Him in this way no more. Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation. Old things are passed away. Behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and has given to us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not impugning the trespasses unto them, and has committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us, we beg you in Christ's stead, be reconciled to God, for He has made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him."
Those words summarize, very distinctly and very effectively, that which constitutes the testimony of our lives: the testimony of our lives on one side, living up to that which is compatible with our profession in Christ; and, the testimony of our lips, and the exact presentation of what is involved in the matter of salvation. Our character and our speech always go together in the eyes of the unbeliever. They expect us to be consistent with what we are preaching. Of course, that means that that requires some restraint in the exercise of our Christian liberties under grace so that we do not offend those who are considering accepting the Savior.
Rewards
Then one final point in terms of our Christian witnessing is that there is a reward given at the Judgment Seat of Christ for Holy Spirit-led witnessing. This is part of our divine good production. In 1 Corinthians 3:11-16, that divine good production is described in these words: "For no man can lay other foundation than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious stone, wood, hay, stubble, every man's work shall be made manifest, for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire. And the fire shall test every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he has built upon it, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss, but he himself shall be saved, yet as by fire. Don't you know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?"
Then you may add to this Paul's statement in 2 Corinthians 5:10: "For we must all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ that everyone may receive the things done in his body according to that he has done, whether it be good or bad." These rewards in our hands will someday glorify God in heaven. These rewards are given in grace, and thus they are an eternal memorial to the grace of God working through us. Not every Christian is going to reflect this glory of God to the same degree in heaven – depending upon the divine good production of each.
Dr. John E. Danish, 1982
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