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Please open your Bibles once more to Romans 15:1-6. Our subject is "The Spirit of Christ," and this is segment number five.
We have pointed out that the apostle Paul, in Romans chapter 15, calls upon spiritually mature, super-grace level Christians to help the spiritually immature believers to grow up spiritually. This edification of the weak Christian is the product of teaching him the Word of God. God has provided a grace system of perception for grasping spiritual phenomena. This system works apart from the level of your personal IQ. The higher IQ you have does not mean that you have a greater capacity for a deeper walk with God. IQ does not come into the picture of learning spiritual truth and of developing as a spiritual Christian. It has only to do with your willingness to be taught the Word. There is no limit then to the extent to which a Christian can go into the deep things of the mind of God through Bible doctrine and the filling of the Holy Spirit.
The principle of pleasing others for their spiritual benefit was, of course, exemplified by the Lord Jesus Himself. Here was a Man who lived a sinless life in maximum unbroken fellowship with God the Father. Yet he was abused in various ways by the religious leaders of his day, all of whom lacked spiritual discernment, and certainly spiritual maturity. Yet, Jesus Christ went about doing good to those who despised and misrepresented Him. Thus, He is an example for all believers of dealing in grace with those who are spiritually weak. Christians who have eyes only for themselves, are not going to be interested in looking upon the spiritual needs of other believers. Yet that is the duty, and that is the responsibility. And when you become a spiritually mature Christian, then your eyes get off of yourself, and they do turn to the needs of others. The strong Christian then is to pattern himself after Jesus Christ, who, in the midst of doctrinal ignorance which surrounded Him, tried to correct that blackness (that darkness) with Scripture for any who would listen to Him.
Jesus Christ did not Please Himself
Today, we come to Romans 15:3. It begins with the word "For," which introduces a justification for what has been said in verse 2, in terms of the admonition of the strong Christian to help out the weak Christian: "For even Christ." This is referring to the Lord Jesus Christ: "did not do something." The word "not" here is the Greek word "ou." It is the strong negative: "He did not do something very specific;" that is, "He did not please Himself." The Greek word is "areskeo." "Areskeo" simply means to do your own thing in some way. The Lord Jesus Christ, at no point in His life, simply did His own thing. He did not personally act in this way. In the Greek Bible, the word "Himself" is stressed in a separate word in order to make it clear to us that Jesus Christ is here being held up as a model for the strong Christian, to imitate the Lord's pattern of someone who did not just please Himself. What Christ did was accept the sufferings of the cross in death, even though He wasn't eager to do it, it was clear in the Garden of Gethsemane that He did not look forward to hanging on the cross with all of the brutal punishment as the build-up of that.
However, the Lord Jesus was motivated by the need for salvation of lost humanity. And He knew that if He did not perform the task of being the sinless Lamb of God, to justify God's taking sinners into heaven, and to satisfy the justice of God, there would be no hope for humanity. So, in John 14:6, Jesus explained what motivated Him to do what He wasn't all that eager to take upon Himself: "Jesus said unto him, 'I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father but through Me." You can never come into heaven, through Buddha; you can never come into heaven through Mohammad; and, you can never come into heaven through Joseph Smith. If you follow their teachings, you will end up in the lake of fire. You cannot even come into heaven through liberal Christianity, or through corrupted Christianity, such as you find in Roman Catholicism. If you follow those paths, you will end up in the lake of fire.
Jesus knew that He was the only one who could solve the problem. It was either through Him, or it was not at all. So, He bore the suffering. He bore the shame on the cross to please His Father. And He showed that you must take seriously the demand of Almighty God for absolute righteousness if you want to come into heaven. Without absolute righteousness, you are not justified in the eyes of God, and you won't make it. What Christ did proved a perfect justice of God toward sin. God does not ignore sin. For sin, there must be a penalty.
How do we know this? Because the Bible tells us so. You have to start with some base of authority. You have to decide that you're going to either look inside yourself, and hope that you're going to find the answers there, or are you going to look around society among you, and see what other people think, or you're going to reach out for some kind of an authoritative written basis upon which to base your beliefs, and to commit your own eternity. We are saying that only the Bible qualifies to have that kind of total confidence.
"As it is Written"
So, the apostle Paul says, "For the strong Christian, Jesus Christ is the for example. He did not please Himself. But, He says, "As it is written." This is a technical term in the Bible, and you should understand that when this word "grapho," it is an indication that you are getting an authoritative statement from God Himself. The phrase "it is written" means that God is speaking. And He has done this through a human being, that He has then guided to record accurately and with complete truth, that which God has to say.
So Paul says, "It is written." Naturally, he is not referring here to the New Testament, which wasn't written at this time completely, but he is referring to the Old Testament Scriptures. It is in the perfect tense, which means that it was written in the past, over the centuries, by various prophets. And now, what they wrote has come down to the present, to Paul's day. And the Bible was written by these men through the guidance of God. So, it's in the passive voice. These men did not write the Bible on their own. That's the answer. Some would say, "Well, why should we believe the Bible? After all, men sat down and wrote that. What's the difference between that, and Joseph Smith, and Buddha, and Muhammad?" Well, there's a great deal of difference by the sheer fact that the person of Jesus Christ, if He is who He claimed to be, the sinless Son of God, made very clear that the Old Testament Scriptures, and they alone, are the source of information from God, because they alone are inspired. They alone are the product of the Holy Spirit. And this same quality was then applied later to the New Testament.
What Paul is referring to here is a quotation then in Psalm 69:9, where he says, "It is written," and he quotes this statement in the psalm – a song written by King David: "The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me." The word "reproaches" is the Greek word "oneidismos." "Oneidismos" means "insults." Here, it refers to the sins of mankind against the absolute righteousness of God and His moral laws in Scripture. Please remember that sin is an insult to God. Sin is always an insult to God. If the Bible says, "Don't do something," and you proceed to do it, you have insulted God. And it's not easy to stand, and eyeball-to-eyeball, face a human being, and say insulting things to him. We recoil from doing that. And yet, it is very easy for human beings to insult God by doing exactly the thing about which the Bible says, "Don't do this," and they do this, and therefore it is sin.
So, what this psalm is referring to is this horrendous, monstrous pile of in over the centuries against a holy and righteous God, and it's called "insults." It expresses, indeed, the hatred of unbelievers against the authority of God. And it refers to the evil which sinners do. Furthermore, he says, "Not only the insults did Christ take upon Himself, but He also indicated that He took upon Himself all those who reproached Christ (those who went about insulting Him). And the idea here is those who taunted Him – their insults against God the Father fell upon . . . And the word "fell" is "epipto." This word means "to fall upon." The idea is emphatic: "It fell upon, meaning with big impact. And He says, "It fell upon Me." And, here again, in the Greek language, the word Me is written out separately for emphasis. It's not just part of the verb: "The insults and those who insulted you – all of their guilt and all of their moral misdemeanors fell upon Me" (upon Jesus Christ.)
Now, historically, what you have in Psalm 69 is King David speaking to God the Father in terms of his own historical experience. When David says, "The insults of those who insulted you, My God, fell upon me," he is speaking about himself personally. In David's own experience, he bore the insults of people who hated David, because he represented the righteousness of God.
So, the zeal that David had here for God was represented by his zeal toward God's temple, as you'll see if you look that up in Psalm 69. And God's temple represented God's righteousness. So, David was very zealous for the temple of God, and the righteousness it represented. For his devotion to this righteousness of God, David was hated.
Now, Psalm 69 also, as psalms often do, has a secondary application down the centuries. And we call this particular psalm one of those Messianic psalms because it has a twofold application. It applied to David's historical situation, and the enemies who hated him, because he was true to the holiness of God. And then the apostle Paul, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, takes that same verse and tells us that it also had a long-range implication (a meaning) applied to Jesus Christ, who was in David's position, again, of bearing the insults against Almighty God upon himself as a human being. It foreshadows Jesus Christ speaking the same principles centuries later.
So, what Paul is saying is that Jesus Christ is telling God the Father of His zeal for God's temple and God's righteousness. His zeal and love for God leads Jesus Christ to take on Himself the insults of the sins of mankind against the Father. We can understand this somewhat in human terms. If somebody is your very good friend, and somebody comes up to you and badmouths and insults this friend, if you are true and loyal friend, you will not take that kindly. You will take the insult of your friend as the insult of you, and you may have some words of rebuke back to the individual for insulting your friend to whom you bear a loyalty.
Jesus Christ said, "My father is My friend. I am totally loyal to Him. And when somebody badmouths My Father, I take it as a personal affront. And I take that insult upon Myself." When somebody sins, they have sinned against My Father, and I consider that an insult – for sin is an insult, and I take that as an insult to me. These insulting sinners would receive the judgment of God's wrath, therefore, unless somebody else bore that penalty of wrath for them, because God's justice is not going to let anybody insult him. And Jesus Christ took upon Himself the impact of those insults because He did not want all of us sinners to take it on ourselves. And that's the point of this verse. Jesus took our insults and paid the penalty for them. He chose the penalty of death on the cross for the insults of mankind toward God, so that they would be forgiven, and they themselves, then, would not be obligated to personally pay for those insults. The penalty for insulting God is death.
In Matthew 26:52, Jesus points this out: "Then Jesus said to him (to Peter), 'Put your sword back into its place, for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword. Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than 12 legions of angels?'" A legion was about 6,000 men. You multiply that by 12, and Jesus says, "I can call on that many angels." And His point was here: "I'm not obliged, Peter, to do this. You don't have to get your sword out here to protect Me from these men who are taking Me off to crucifixion. If I wanted to resist them, I'd call down angels that would turn these people into grease spots immediately. But I choose to do this. I'm taking the insults against My Father on Myself, and I'm taking the responsibility for the insults of mankind, and I will pay the price for them.
So, what we have here is indeed the example of Christ looking away from Himself, from His own desires, and He wholeheartedly identifies Himself with mankind's need for atonement. He pointed this out in Mark 10:45: "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life for ransom for many." Now, had Jesus Christ chosen not to serve God, and have chosen instead to please Himself, then we all would be now doomed to the lake of fire.
So, Jesus is the Christian's example of concern for the spiritual needs of others ahead of our own interests at some point in time. He took this attitude because it pleased His Heavenly Father. So, all mankind is blessed with atonement for sin because of this attitude on the part of Jesus Christ. And the point that the apostle Paul is making is that many human beings, within the realm of your association, will also be blessed indeed for eternity with your attitude of investing your life for their concerns and their needs, rather than just your own.
In Matthew 26:39, we read, "And He went a little beyond them (Peter, James, and John), and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, 'My father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me, and yet not as I will, but as You will.'" In verse 42, it says, "And He went away again the second time and prayed, saying, 'My father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done." And here, Christ in his humanity was now recoiling from what He knew was going to happen the next day as He came under the authority of the Romans, and the Jewish leaders instigating His death. Yet the point was that He chose to take the penalty. The insults of the Father He bore against Himself. If the sinless Son of God suffered so justly for others, is it too much to ask those of you who are strong Christians, to inconvenience yourself a little bit for those who are weak? Should a strong Christian insist on his right in trivialities to the spiritual injury of the weak brother for whom Christ bore so much? The Lord Jesus Christ bore infinitely more for others than any strong Christian is ever asked to bear for his weak brother in Christ?
So, the zeal of the mature Christian for God's righteousness, and for His approval, will move him to sacrifice like Jesus Christ did for the well-being of others. It was the Lord who found great satisfaction in living for the blessing of others, and not just for His own blessing. In God's genuine service, suffering, after all, is only a blessing, while self-pleasing is really a curse. But the world has a hatred toward the members of the body of Christ, the church. And when the world expresses the hatred toward you, which it will, you must remember that it is really expressing the hatred toward the Lord. You are simply His representative.
So, the Lord Jesus Christ is the believer's role model. Notice a few examples. It is the Word of God that calls upon us, because Christ is our role model, that we should imitate Him. 1 Corinthians 11:1 says, "Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ." Here, the apostle Paul says, "I imitate Jesus Christ. If you imitate me, you will be imitating Christ.
2 Corinthians 8:9 tells us that Jesus Christ gave up his personal benefits for the spiritual enrichment of others: "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ – that though He was rich, yet for your sake, He became poor, that you, through His poverty, might become rich.
The role model of Jesus Christ also is exemplified in the fact that He sacrificed Himself for sinners in their spiritual need. Ephesians 5:1-2: "Therefore, be imitators of God as beloved children, and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us – an offering and a sacrifice to God for a fragrant aroma."
Jesus Christ demonstrated a willingness to humble Himself to serve those who had personal spiritual needs. This is indicated in Philippians 2:5-8: "Have this attitude in yourselves, which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped. But He emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond servant, and being made in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a Man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on the cross."
Jesus Christ is, furthermore, an example in terms of forgiving those who are guilty of abusing us. In Colossians 3:13, we read, "Bearing with one another, and forgiving each other. Whoever has a complaint against anyone, just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you." And I want you to notice that that verse does not speak about any foolish, nonsensical procedure such that you must go up to a person and ask them to forgive you. That is a psychological gimmick which is popular among some Bible teachers. But the Word of God says, "When somebody offends you, you forgive him." Why do you do that? If you have a legitimate complaint against somebody, don't hold a grudge, but forget it. Pass it on to the Lord. Why should you do that? Because that's what Christ did for you. Before you ever came around and said, "I'd like to go to heaven, Jesus Christ had already forgiven your sins. And what you did was receive what he already prepared. That is a very important Scripture. Do not be trapped into that nonsense of running around, telling people what you have done, and what you thought about them, in order to get their forgiveness, so that you can be accepted by the Lord. That isn't the way it's done. Your confession goes to the Father. Against Him alone is your sin.
Matthew 11:29 adds this: Jesus had a gentle and humble spirit which brought rest to others: "Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me. For I am gentle and humble in heart, and you shall find rest for your souls."
Jesus is also our example in terms of fulfilling our particular divine mission in life as He fulfilled His. Matthew 16:24: "But then Jesus said to His disciples, 'If anyone wishes to come after Me, let Him deny Himself; take up his cross; and, follow Me." Your cross is your particular mission of service in your life.
Finally, Jesus is our example (our role model) in terms of the fact that He desired to serve others, and not to be served Himself. Matthew 20:27-28: "And whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave. Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." I suspect that the Lord Jesus Christ, while appreciating praise and gratitude in His humanity, would have been a little uncomfortable with it. And the true, mature servant of God, when he finds himself in the place where people are praising him, and thanking him, and expressing appreciation, always feels a little uncomfortable with it, because he knows that what has been done has been the product of God the Holy Spirit working through him. And the praise and the thanksgiving really should go to God. But we are grateful for the instruments, and we hope that the instruments will understand that what we are grateful for in their service is what God has been permitted to do through them. So, the Lord Jesus Christ Paul says, is the great, great example.
It is the Lord Jesus Christ, furthermore, that taught that a person becomes great by being God's servant to others. In Mark 10:42-44, this is pointed out: "And calling them (His disciples) to Himself, Jesus said to them, 'You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the gentiles lorded over them, and their great men exercised authority over them. But it is not so among you. But whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave to all.'" The same principle is stressed again. The person who wants to be great is the person who is the servant.
Jesus Christ is also our role model in the fact that he endured the horrible agonies of the cross in exchange for ruling with the Father and his royal family of Christians. He chose to go with the people of God. So many times, the Christian chooses to go with the people of the world. So many times, the Christian chooses to act like the people of Satan's realm.
In Hebrews 12:2, we read, "Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who, for the joy set before Him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God." Yes, people made fools of Him. People ridiculed Him. People insulted him. But he passed that over. And now He sits in the honored position at the right hand of the throne of God. The same is open to all of us.
One more: Jesus Christ is our role model in the fact that He left all believers an example of godly suffering for the blessing of the weak. 1 Peter 2:21 says, "For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps."
So, Paul's quotation of Psalm 69:9, when you match this up to what the New Testament records about Jesus Christ, is indeed well-placed: The insults of those who insulted you, My Heavenly Father, with their sins, I chose to take upon Myself so that I could release them from the consequences of their acts." In verse 4, he goes on to give another explanation of what he has just said. It begins with the word "For:" "For whatever was written in earlier times." The word "for" is here referring back to what he has just referred to in Psalm 69:9. "Whatever" refers to the content of the Old Testament. And here you have this term "written," but it's in a different form this time. They have a preposition before it: "pro," which means "before," and then "grapho," means to write. "Prographo" means indeed something that has been written before. And Paul is referring to something written before the church age; namely, the Old Testament Scriptures. And again, this is something that was the product of God through selected men. So, therefore it is passive voice. It is something that God produced.
The Old and New Testaments
The Old Testament, please remember, is the work of a perfect God producing a perfect revelation for mankind. When we say that the Bible is the only authority, and we say that the writings of the Koran are not the authority of God, and that the writings of the Book of Mormon is not the authority of God, and that the so-called sacred writings of the Hindus are not the Word of God, and that the writings of Buddha or Confucius are not the Word of God, we are saying that because the writings themselves do not give evidence of that. The sure sign that something that claims to be the Word of God is not the Word of God is that it has mistakes in it. When you have any kinds of mistakes, you know that you do not have the Word of God. And what we have here is something in the Old Testament which was written by a perfect God. Therefore, what God produced, we might expect would be a perfect record.
Later on, the Holy Spirit added the New Testament as the record of the fulfillment of much of the Old Testament revelation, and also to give information about the new church body in Christ. Both the Old and New Testaments are produced by a perfect God. Therefore, they were originally (in the original manuscripts) without any error, and they have been preserved by God in that inerrant condition through copies which have come down to us. When a writer of the Old Testament finished a book, he did not have to go back two months later and make corrections in what he had written. When a writer of a New Testament epistles had written one book, he did not have to go back some time later and make corrections in subsequent copies of mistakes that he had incorporated in the original writing. That's what we're saying. The Bible is the only religious book in the world that bears this stamp of perfection.
The Book of Mormon
The Mormons, you may have been noticing in your TV guide, and maybe other advertising, are running an ad at high speed, saying that the Book of Mormon is another testament of Jesus Christ. They haven't said that in the past. They just said this is Mormon Scripture. Now they are tying it in directly, and saying that Jesus Christ produced the New Testament, and then he produced one other testament called the Book of Mormon. And they are claiming this, therefore, to be the Word of God. Well, anybody who is informed knows that, from the time that Joseph Smith published the first edition of The Book of Mormon, that book has been corrected several thousand times in subsequent editions. If you were to take (and there are some people who've done this) – they take copies and they photograph a copy of a page from the original Book of Mormon. And I've looked at this, and I cannot believe, as they go through and they mark all the mistakes on that one page, and then they show you the modern latest edition (the corrected copy), it's clear that a perfect God did not produce that stupid page with all those mistakes on it, and that subsequently, that inept God had to come back later and say, "Joseph, I was up last watching television, and I didn't pay attention to what I was saying to you. We have to fix up that page, because I told you something that was wrong."
When the first edition of the Book of Mormon came out, the Mormons started reading it, and they found that Joseph Smith had contradicted something he had said previously in the book, or that he had characters who did something, and then he referred to that same event, and he gave the guy a different name. And then they decided which name they wanted to keep, and they picked one of the names and threw the other one out. I have never seen God so sloppy as He was when he wrote the Book of Mormon. No thoughtful person will seriously take a book that has thousands of errors in it, and say that it is another testament of Jesus Christ.
Joseph Smith was a con man who made up his own Scriptures, and because he was a human being, limited by his fallibility, he could not make it inerrant like the Old and New Testaments. It was inevitable that he should make a mistake in it. But Joseph Smith is a con man. And like all con men, he expected that he'd be off the scene before the con was discovered – whether it's a financial con man, or an emotional con man, or whatever. Con men always operate on the fact that they're going to move in fast; make the kill; and, then be gone before people discover what's happened. That is the technique of con men. And Joseph Smith anticipated that he'd be long gone before anybody ever caught on to what he was doing. So, he could make statements like the fact that the moon is inhabited by people who look green and wear Quaker clothing, because he never expected anybody to get up there to be able to contradict him. So, the Book of Mormon is not the Word of God.
The Koran
If you've been listening to the news this week, they had a riot in England. I think it was in London. The Muslims had a parade in order to, again, protest Salman Rushdie's book Satanic Verses. And do you know what they were protesting? They want this book to be taken out of publication and sale in England, because they said that Salman Rushdie implies in his book that the Koran is not the Word of God. And the Koran is not the Word of God. The Koran is the meanderings and the satanic verses. Rushdie couldn't have picked a better title than that for his books Satanic Verses. It is the product of the mind of Satan through Muhammad, who had suffered from epileptic seizures, and who, under these conditions, produced these writings which were then converted into the so-called Word of God. Well, they can storm; they can riot; and, they could be as furious as they want. The Arabs are wrong. The Koran is not the Word of God.
However, when you come to the Bible, the Bible writers make no apologies for their claims to be guided by God the Holy Spirit in the creation of the Old and New Testament Scriptures. The Bible authors, under the inspiration and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, wrote a perfectly true Scripture.
The Bible is Inspired by God
So, the apostle Paul says something very significant when he says, "Whatever was written (referring here to the Scriptures) was written in earlier times, in days past, and it is still true to this very day. You know the basic claims of the Scripture. We won't go into this in detail. I remind you of just two passages. 2 Timothy 3:16 is behind Paul’s statements: "All Scripture is inspired by God." And then he tells the value of that inspired Scripture. You should remember that the word "inspired," in the Greek language, means "God-breathed." God breathed out information. The content of Scripture was the breathing out into the minds of the writers of information of the revelations of God.
So, the New Testament writers and believers placed their books on an equal level of inspiration with the Old Testament. So, the New Testament is as infallible, and as truly the Word of God, as the Old Testament. Because of the guidance of the control of the Holy Spirit, fallible men were able to receive infallible information, and record it with total accuracy. God Himself breathed to the human authors the contents of their books. And such Scripture, then: "Is valuable for doctrine; for reproof of human viewpoint; for correction of false doctrine; and, for training and experience for righteousness." 2 Timothy 3:16 tells us that.
The effect of Bible doctrine is to bring a believer to spiritual maturity so that he can produce divine good work service.
The other verse I remind you of is in 2 Peter 1:21, which tells us: "No prophecy (this is a type of revelation of Scripture) was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God." Here, the emphasis is again that the Bible authors receive their content from God, but it takes one more step. It says that when they wrote it down God, the Holy Spirit was there, seeing to it that they didn't put it down the wrong way. Every word was right, and the total content was total truth. What the Bible authors wrote (this verse is telling us) was not made up by themselves, as was the case with Joseph Smith.
2 Peter 1:16-18 make that very clear – that these men were not giving their own cunningly devised fables. But God selected certain godly men. They wrote down the information that God gave them. And the inerrancy of Scripture is the great proof that it is the Word of God. No other religious book, claiming to be Scripture, is totally free of error.
People who are enslaved to the old sin nature, however, deny the infallibility of Scripture. They do this in order to justify their own violations of the Word of God. If you find someone who, in some respects, is doing exactly what the Bible says, "Don't do," that person is going to have some reservations about inerrancy of Scripture, because he wants to justify his own wrongdoing. The spiritually blinded unbeliever, or the carnal Christian, cannot accept inerrancy of the Bible. That's a supernatural act, and they don't like that. Bible prophecy has never yet proven to be false.
There are some prophecies in the Book of Mormon (some prophecies that Joseph Smith made), and they have proven to be totally false. The Lord Jesus Christ, you remember, accepted the Old Testament Scriptures as the infallible and true Word of God, and in John 10:35, He says, "The Scriptures cannot be broken." That means that it's absolute truth. Human reason contaminated by the sin nature cannot determine spiritual truth on its own. We have to get our information from God Himself, or we don't know that we have the real truth.
Verbal Plenary Inspiration
We call the inspiration of the Bible verbal plenary inspiration, which means that when the writer picked up his pen and started writing on the parchment, every word he put down was under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. It was not dictated, but the writer was preserved from putting down the wrong words. It always had the precise idea; the right tense; the plural; the singular; and, the voice. Everything was precisely guided so that it would be totally accurate. Plenary means that all parts of the Bible are equally inspired. There is no part of the Bible which is less inspired than other parts. I say that because there are some Bible teachers who try to preserve the voice of God in the Bible, but they want to accommodate themselves to liberal thinking, and say, "Well, there are some geographical things; some numbers; and, some ideas here that are wrong. Those are not inspired." But the Bible does not claim to be partially inspired. It is totally the Word of God.
So, the Bible cannot be dismissed by man because its laws are eternal, and what it reveals is going to be fulfilled. In Matthew 5:17-18, Jesus said, "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the prophets (referring to the Old Testament Scriptures). I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law until all is accomplished. It is clear in the teachings of Jesus Christ that there is no mistake in the Bible. Everything it says is going to be fulfilled.
So, it is the Word of God, which is the foundation of true Christianity, and in fact of Western civilization. And those who reject the divine authority of the Bible now reject Christianity, and destroy the blessings and the freedom of Western civilization. And that's what is happening in our day. People who have rejected the moral code of the Word of God are destroying biblical Christianity, and they're destroying the freedoms of Western civilization.
You may have seen on TV this morning a short interview with a previous surgeon general, Everett Koop, who reported that in a few years down the line, probably near the end of this decade, there will be 50 million people in the world suffering with AIDS. The question placed was: what can we do about getting a cure? How soon? And his response was, "It's not even in sight." So, we are being told things by the government, and by the medical world, that they're on breakthroughs here, and they're holding here, and making progress here. Can you imagine what 50 million human beings suffering with AIDS, a few years down the line here (say, ten years) is going to mean to this world?
The Rapture
Anybody who knows anything about biblical prophecy has to become very serious about the fact that the rapture is now on the horizon. I think I see the glow of the return of the Son of God. I think it is now unmistakable. And this rampant disease is going to be a major factor in the destruction, within three-and-a-half years, of three billion people. Half the world's population will be wiped out in the first few years of the tribulation.
So, when we turn our backs upon the Bible, and its moral code, and its rules for human relationships, you've got nothing. And people insist on rearing their children as animals. The whole system of Planned Parenthood is taking a human being, and dealing with the realm of sexuality as if he were an animal – some barnyard animal. The same principles that you would apply to a dog or a cow are the principles that are applied in public school classrooms to the teaching of human sexuality – totally devoid of biblical guidelines, and of the fact that human beings are made in the image of God. And they are different from animals.
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When you leave the enlightenment of the Bible, you have nowhere else to turn but to self-deification. Don't forget that. When you leave the God of the Bible, there's no place else to go, because you have to have a God. Everybody has to have a God. When you leave the God of the Bible, you go to self-deification. So, you enter the other religion of Hinduism, and you enter through Hinduism, the occult world of Satan.
Charismatics
Without the guidance of Bible doctrine, man creates his own religious ideas based then upon his emotions and his experience. When you turn away from the Bible, you are going to have a religious viewpoint, but you create it out of your own emotions (how you feel about things), and out of your own experiences. And that is where the charismatic movement is today. The charismatic movement is entirely the product of people who have turned against the clear teachings of the Word of God. And they have created, on the basis of their emotions, what they would like to see and have; and, their experiences (what they think they're having). They are creating their own religious system.
If you've been watching "Day of Discovery," which comes on at 8 o'clock on Sunday mornings, they've had a splendid series on the tongues movement, and on the healing concept, and the enormity of the deception that has no relationship to the Word of God at all. And after you've listened to a program like that, with its very clear presentation, you just have to shake your head and wonder how Satan can so successfully deceive so many sincere Christians. But they're all in that weak, uninformed, backward category of human beings who are going to squeak into heaven, and be poor hound dogs for the rest of eternity. Without the guidance of doctrine, you will create your own religious ideas, and the sin nature will totally contaminate them, far from what God has taught in His Word.
Also, remember that one favorite way of dismissing what God teaches in the Bible is to say that one is taking a passage out of context, and so misrepresenting it. Somebody told me recently that my marriage ceremony, with all that it says about the authority of the husband and the subjection of the wife, is taken out of biblical context. And you can even say, "Well, I just read the Bible. What do you think it means?" And they'll say, "Well, I don't know, but you're taking it out of context, which means, "You're taking it out of what I want you to say. You're taking it out of what I want to think about this thing, and how I feel about it, and the way I would like it to be."
Most ministers in pulpits today, you should be aware, do not believe that the Bible is the inherent Word of God. They believe it is a product of men sincere with their religious experiences. Well, when the minister in the pulpit does not understand that the Bible is made by a perfect God, and so it is a perfect book, you can see how the grace system of perception, by which a person goes into spiritual maturity, is completely frustrated. And that's why you have these weak and puny Christians in churches all around us.
So, when the apostle Paul wants to prove a spiritual point, he just quotes the Bible, because once you have quoted the Bible, and you've interpreted by the HICEE technique, you do have indeed the mind of God. In Romans 15:4, Paul says, "For whatever was written in earlier times (the Old Testament Scriptures) were written (and he adds one very important reason for it to be written) for our instruction." And that instruction is going to produce two enormous consequences which will produce a third consequence that enables you and me to hold tight and survive in the devil's world. The rest of verse 4 is an exhilarating excursion into the grace of God. And we should look at that next time.
Dr. John E. Danish, 1988
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